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COWRA HIGH SCHOOL

ASSESSMENT TASK COVER SHEET

This sheet must be attached to the front of your Assessment Task and submitted to your class teacher on or before the due date.

Student’s Name:	_________________________________________
Course:		Stage 5 Mandatory History
Assessment Task:	Cowra Breakout Field Study
Date Due:		Friday 29th March, 2021	
Date Received:	_______________
□	Extension granted   _____ days
□	Other circumstances ~ documents attached

I certify:
a) This assignment is entirely my own work and all borrowed material has been acknowledged
b) The material contained in this assignment has not previously been submitted for assessment in any formal course of study
c) I retain in my possession a copy of this assignment
d) I understand that late assignments will be penalised unless an extension has been granted by Deputy Principal - Curriculum

Student’s Signature:  ____________________________

✂-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
COWRA HIGH SCHOOL
Assessment Task (Student’s Copy)
Student’s Name:	_________________________________________
Course:		_________________________________________
Teacher:		_________________________________________
Assessment Task received by:	_________________________________________
Signature:  _________________________________________
Date:  ______________________		Time:  _____________________
Please detach this if the Assessment Task has been handed in 
to the office and give to student to keep for their own records.































































[image: ]



COWRA HIGH SCHOOL

Assessment Task Submission Policy

Submission of assessment tasks by students must follow faculty guidelines. There are basically four types of assessment tasks:

1. In Class Assessment Tasks ~ these tasks are supervised by the class teacher and collected by the class teacher at the conclusion of the assessment task. It is the responsible of the student who miss in class assessment tasks to contact the Head Teacher of that faculty.

2. Formal Examinations ~ at the conclusion of any formal examination the assessment task papers are to be collected and returned to the relevant faculty teacher.

3. Major Projects / Pieces of Work ~ these items, due to their size, are usually kept in the appropriate faculty location. Major works and projects should be kept in safe locations that minimises the risk of damage. Any assessment task would be submitted directly to the teacher. A receipt for the task will be issued to students.

4. Take Home Assessment Tasks ~ these are tasks that students are required to complete by a due date. Students should follow faculty submission guidelines regarding submission of these tasks.

Guidelines for the Submission of Assessment Tasks 

1. When an assessment task is issued, the information provided to students will include:
· a clear statement of what the task involves and what the expectations of the student are
· an explanation of the marking criteria / outcomes to be assessed
· the due date of submission
· an assessment task submission cover sheet ~ see attached

2. Teachers should record the names of all students issued with the assessment task on a roll/class list and have the student acknowledge receipt of the assessment task by getting them to sign next to their name.

3. Students must take their assessment task to the class teacher. They must be signed in on the class roll and keep their receipt

4. All students must keep a copy of their assessment task.

Illness and Misadventure Appeals

If a student fails to submit an assessment task by the due date and has a legitimate reason than normal illness and misadventure procedures will apply.

REQUEST FOR ASSESSMENT EXTENSION PROCEDURE
Assessment extensions will only be granted in exceptional circumstances. All requests need to be made in writing using the extension request form. In seeking an extension, discuss your request with your teacher/Head Teacher at least three (3) days before the due date with work already completed. 

Forms for Illness/Misadventure and Extension can be accessed on the Cowra High School Website.

	COWRA HIGH SCHOOL

	Year 10 History Assessment Task

	NAME:
	CLASS:
	TEACHER:

	COURSE: Mandatory History
	TASK No: 1
	Unit: The Cowra Breakout

	DATE DUE: Friday 1st May, 2020
	TIME DUE: 3:15pm

	MARK: 60
	WEIGHT: 50%
	PRESENTATION: Typed. Hard copy submitted, or submitted via email or Google Classroom

	
SYLLABUS OUTCOMES: A Student:

HT5.1 explains and assesses the historical forces and factors that shaped the modern world and Australia
HT5.2 sequences and explains the significant patterns of continuity and change in the development of the modern world and Australia
HT5.8 selects and analyses a range of historical sources to locate information relevant to an historical inquiry
HT5.9 applies a range of relevant historical terms and concepts when communicating an understanding of the past.


	
DESCRIPTION OF TASK:

You are to complete the Virtual Field Study attached. 





	
MARKING CRITERIA:

As attached.












           



                                   Name:_____________________________                 Class:__________

Year 10 Mandatory History – Fieldwork Study Guide: The Cowra Breakout Site Study

This Study Guide will help you learn about the Cowra Breakout.  Part A consists of twenty-seven questions, worth a total of 40 marks. 
Part B is a Writing Task based on your fieldwork. This is worth 20 marks.  Details are at the end of this guide.
This is an Assessment Task, worth 25% of your total mark.
Late submission as per Cowra High School Assessment Task Submission Policy, incurring a penalty of 10% per day, a mark of zero being recorded after 5 days.
                                                        









                                                                                                                                                                                      






  
As part of this study you will be using the sources provided. These sources are from the Cowra POW Campsite. You are encouraged to visit this site if you are able. However, all the information you will need to answer the questions is to be found in the sources provided. 
The information from Part A will assist you in your Writing Task in Part B.











Part A: The Cowra POW Campsite
Using the sources provided, answer the questions in the spaces provided.

Source 1 - The Memorial Cairn
[image: E:\Field Study\Camp Pics\IMG_1857 (1).jpeg]

                                                                                                                 Marks
 1) Give the time and date of the breakout? _____________________      1
 2) What did they use to get over the barbed wire fence? __________       1
 3) How many huts were burnt?  _____________________________        1



Source 2 – Prisoner of War Camp No12 (The Pavilion)
     [image: A close up of a newspaper

Description automatically generated]
                                                                                                                  
 4) Which Australian garrison served at the camp? _____________       1
 5) List the four nationalities of POW. __________________________         2 
     _____________________________________________________
 6) How many compounds were there? ________________________          1
 7) How many prisoners was each compound designed to hold?                   1
    _____________________________________________________
    _____________________________________________________
 8) Name four of the camp services. __________________________          2       
     _____________________________________________________


Source 3 – The Italians (The Pavilion)
[image: A close up of a newspaper

Description automatically generated]
9)  How many Italian POW came to Cowra from 1941-1947?                        1
     ________________________________________________________
10) How were the Italian POW treated by the guards? Give the reasons       3
      for this.
    ________________________________________________________
    ________________________________________________________
    ________________________________________________________
    ________________________________________________________
    ________________________________________________________
    ________________________________________________________



Source 4 – Unlikely Heroes (The Pavilion)
       [image: A close up of a newspaper

Description automatically generated]
11) Why were Private Benjamin Hardy and Private Ralph Jones awarded     
      the George Cross?                                                                                    1
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
12) How and when did Private Charles Shepherd die?                                   1
    _________________________________________________________
13) Describe the circumstances surrounding Lieutenant Harry Doncaster’s   2
      death.
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
   __________________________________________________________
   __________________________________________________________



Source 5 – Death Before Dishonour (The Pavilion)
    [image: A picture containing text, display

Description automatically generated]
14) What is meant by the quote at the top of the panel?                                1
    _________________________________________________________
15) What caused rising tensions before the breakout?                                  2
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
16) What did Prime Minister John Curtain call the breakout?                         1
    _________________________________________________________
17) How did the repatriated Japanese deal with their experiences upon        2
       their return home?
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
   _________________________________________________________
   _________________________________________________________

Source 6 – The First Escape 
[image: A black sign with white text
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18) Outline the first escape attempt in 1943.                                                  5
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________



Source 7 – No Idle Hands
[image: A close up of a sign
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19) What were the two reasons given for why some prisoners worked        
      outside the camp?                                                                                                    
    _________________________________________________________   2
    _________________________________________________________
20) Name two other activities the Italians were involved in.                            1
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
21) Outline the Prisoners Without Guards Scheme.                                        3
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________
    _________________________________________________________

Source 8 – Broadway Escape Routes
[image: A black sign with white text

Description automatically generated]
22) Why was Broadway so named?                                                                1
    __________________________________________________________
23) How was the mutiny averted?                                                                   2
    __________________________________________________________
    __________________________________________________________
    __________________________________________________________
    __________________________________________________________
24) What role did the Vickers guns play in the breakout attempt?                  2
    __________________________________________________________
    __________________________________________________________
    __________________________________________________________
    __________________________________________________________
                  
    Name :__________________________________   Class:__________

Part B – Writing Task
Attach this cover sheet to your Writing Task and your answers to Part A. 

                                                                     Imagine you are the editor of Cowra’s local newspaper, The Cowra Guardian. Prepare a special edition to commemorate the anniversary of the Cowra Breakout. Work under the following headings, adding some of your own if you wish.
Layout of the camp
Prisoners
Events and immediate results of the breakout
Reasons behind the breakout
Road to reconciliation.
It may be useful to include a sketch map, a timeline of events and some ‘interviews’ with guards, prisoners and local personalities of the time. 
Use your artistic talent and/or a logo to highlight the significance of this special edition. You may use photographs also.                                                 
                                                                                                                     






















                              















Your work should take at least 2 pages and should not exceed 6 pages.
You will be assessed on:
· Interpreting and explaining the events and significance of the Cowra Breakout.
· Appropriate use of maps/diagrams/photos.
· Use and acknowledgement (Term 2, Week 1). No extensions will be given. Contact your teacher if you have a problem with this deadline.




	                                    Marking Criteria
	 Marks

	· Provides a well-structured response that covers the events of the Cowra Breakout
· Shows a sophisticated understanding of the events and their significance
· Communicates detailed, accurate information about the event and its aftermath
· Visual material has been used appropriately and with insight
· Demonstrates accurate and correct use of spelling, punctuation and sentence structure
	



 17 - 20

	· Provides a structured response that covers the events of the Cowra Breakout
· Shows a good understanding of the events and their significance
· Communicates accurate information about the event and its aftermath
· Visual material has been used appropriately 
· Demonstrates correct use of spelling, punctuation and sentence structure
	


 
 13 - 16

	· Provides a response that covers the events of the Cowra Breakout
· Shows a sound understanding of the events and their significance
· Communicates information about the event and its aftermath
· Visual material has been used  
· Demonstrates some correct use of spelling, punctuation and sentence structure
	



  9 - 12

	· Provides a limited response that covers the events of the Cowra Breakout
· Shows a limited understanding of the events and their significance
· Communicates limited information about the event and its aftermath
· Visual material may have been used 
· Demonstrates limited correct use of spelling, punctuation and sentence structure
	


   5 - 8

	· Identifies one or two events of the Cowra Breakout
· Shows minimal understanding of the events and their significance
· Communicates limited information about the event and its aftermath
· Visual material may have been used 
· Demonstrates limited use of correct spelling, punctuation and sentence structure
	

    1 - 4



image3.jpg
THIS CAIRN MARKS THE SITE OF
JAPAMESE BREAKOUT AT COWRA 19
"‘.' DR 0 =

OVER-K|

D
D IVES
FASSINGETROIEH
DB I

AT A
WARCEMETE

S
A HNTCIEA oo
LRIl R

DIED ST UGS

2570 11 U EASTER:





image4.jpg
This photograph of Cowra POW Camp was taken from i
aguard tower at the northern gates of Broadway re e
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Privates Ralph Jones and Benjamin Gower Hardy, whose

the morning of the breakout would be

reswarded six years ater with posthumons awards of the

George Cross were a couple of unlikely heroes.

Too young for WWI and 100 old for combat in WWIL,
Jones was 43 and Hardy 45 when they died.

PRIVATE BENJAMIN HARDY.

Hardy was bornin
Marrickville,Sydney

in 1898 and was the
third child of an Enlish
perfume manufacturer
Talland bashful, he
was a keen fisherman
and amember of the
Chatswood Rifle Club.

Despite his carefully
clipped moustache,

he was notaladies
man'and preferred his
fishing gear to parties
or dances. Like Jones he
had ashort time in the Army in WW1 but saw no combat.

Hardy enlisted in the Army in September 1941 and at
43 was considered too old for active service. He was
attached to the 7th (Willoughby) Garrison Battalion
‘where he was recognised as an authority on the Vickers
‘machine-gun. After this unit was disbanded Hardy held
various positions and was posted to the 22nd Garrison
Battalion at Cowra on 12 February 1944,

PRIVATE CHARLES SHEPHERD

Both were described as quiet, shy bachelors and Jones was
in poor health after contracting rubereulosis in England.
On the night of the “Breakout’ Jones and Hardy
manned the No. 2 Vickers Machine gun where they.
were overuwhelmed and killed. Before be was killed
Pre Hardy disabled the gun rendering it useles o the
escaping Jupanese.

PRIVATE RALPH JONES

Jones was born in 1900
in England, the youngest
of fourteen. One of his
schoolmates described
him as shy, withdrawn and
athletic. Leaving school
e worked asa motor

v/

- seasonal jobs he emigrated
to Australia in 1926 pﬁ% %mmpovary labouring work
around Sydney. ¥

During the Depression Jones headed for the bush'finding
casual work as he went. n the 1930s he settled on Tom and.
Madeleine Cooks farm at Tuena (about 144k from Cowra)
andin 1942 he joined the Army.

Madeleine Cook had been widowed and became engaged to
Ralph. In 1944 she was 64 and Jones exactly 20 years younger.

Lieutenant Harry
Doncaster (Hack) was
the only Australian
Kkiled in the roundup
after the Breakout:
Armed with only a
rockand his ists,

he was attacked
from allsides and
killed by Japanese
escapees armed with
clubs, baseball bats,
knives and a bayonet
droppedbyan
Australian soldier.

He was deserted on
a hillside, among
boulders and eucalypts, by youthful trainee soldiers
who had accompanied him. The inexperienced boys
who left him to face the enemy alone were armed
only with bayonets. Commanding officer one
John Wesley Mitchell had forbidden all officers on the
roundup mission to carry any weapons.

Questioned after the breakout, Colonel Mitchell said he
‘was concerned about the possibility of reprisals against
Australian POW held by the Japanese. He added:
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status of being a captive, but shall take your
own life 50 as not o give to posterity your
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| CAMP DESIGH

Cowra Camp was at first
constructed for low security,
non-military internees and the
fences were low (around 5'6'
or 1.5-1.8m high). By 1943 the
fences had fallen into disrepair.

| Pt
4 the 7o bighgrand e
)
TIGHTROPE WALKER
3 In April 1943, Lt Masao Naka was admitted to B Compound

S5

hospital in poor health. Mentally confused he attempted
suicide by jumping out of a toilet window at ground level

Finding himself a the fences, Naka escaped and was
captured the next day attempting to hitchhike to Sydney.

g

At the Court of Inquiry Naka recreated his escape. He
Scrambled through the inner guard fence and over

the entanglements. Demonstrating remarkable agility

he traversed the supporting wires, in the ‘manner of a
tightrope walker” (Official Record). Jumping off the wire he
picked his way through entanglements to reach the outer
fence and freedom.

R

e

A SMOKING DEMONSTRATION

Naka smoked a cigarette throughout the
‘demonstration which lasted 2 minutes and
40 seconds. He further explained to the Court
that he had practised on “Australian wire"in
Singapore and he knew how to doiit.

The camp authorities were horrified at the
‘ease of Naka's escape and he was sentenced to
28 days detention.

FENCES T0O LOW

Camp Commandant, Lt Colonel Monty Brown
Major EVTimms (novelist, Forty Thousand
Horseman) inspected the camp perimeter and
Brown putin an urgent request to improve.
the fences at Cowra. Many of the fences were
sunken and leaning to height of 750mm
(2'67). The Dannert wire was overgrown and
ineffective and the guard tents obscured the
view of the sentries.

While the fences were repaired there was no
increase in height until after the Breakout in
August 1944

Japcse POV eecting oy s bebind e g bus of et basball
s, Th low Damere fnces ave ety bl i shefregound.

July 1944 - Japarese POW pracssing bissballon
i sporisground with te low feesill i plce

Naka was 2 man in conflict, His constant
distress, uncooperative behaviour and a
tendency to self harm resulted in repeated
disciplinary action, After assaulting Captain
Lees, Naka was formally charged on 2 July
1943 and spent another period in detention
‘Where he refused to eat and attempted suicide.
Following the trial he was found guilty and
sentenced toimprisonmentat Hay for 2 years.
Nakais behaviour became more erfatic and he
was admitted to Gladesville Mental Hospital in
Sydney under the Lunacy Act of 1898.

In March 1946 Naka was discharged and left B
Sydney Harbour on the Daikal Maru. A man i
who preferred death o lfe as 2 prisoner, he
‘would have been deeply ashamed to return
home to a nation destroyed.
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In 1943 Cowra Camp became  processing centre for the new
Prisoners Without Guards Scheme. ltalians were trained at the
Cowra Prison Camp Farm on the Lachlan River and sent to work
onfarms around New South Wales

Tl band at the Cours Girnp

OPERA AND PLAYS

During the war work outside the camp was one of
the main activities to keep the POW occupied and
morale high. In their spare time talian prisoners would
angage i activities including opera and plays. Some s thotin e o
sisoners were provided with mysical instruments and  p of erbct gowsion
“1..5bies and handicrafts were fostered. Gl

POW st p el dposis i i e
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The Italians were occupied on a number of projects in

D Compound including building small fountains and

monuments. Some of their art works have survived to. it
this day. Skilled tradesmen in the camp were putto i st ol oncris
work on building projects and maintaining the camp. s sepable frm
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Named after the lights on Broadway in New
York, this 700m long x 45m wide access area
was floodiit along its entire length.

At the intersection with No Man's Land,
entrance points to the four compounds
provided service and inspection access.
Vehicles and pedestrian traffic moved up and.
dor protected by a double security fence:

| MUTINY AVERTED

On one occasion, the Japanese in B Compound
refused to muster. Soon after,a fleet of
ambulances and lorries from the Military
Training Camp arrived in Broadway. Armed with
Owen submachine guns, ifles and bayonets the.
guards took their positions. Australian soldiers
marched into Broadway and made a show of
inspecting the ambulances. Rolling up their
sleeves they retrieved pick handles from the
lorties and ran into B Compound launching
themselves into the huts, The Japanese POW
exploded out of the other end and without
hesitation formed their parade. There was no
recurrence of this problem.

SUICIDAL ESCAPE
ATTEMPT

In August 1944 the massed Japanese POW of

B Compound attacked Broadway and the perimeter
wire to the north and east. Guards from A and B
‘compounds joined forces to defend against the
Japanese surging toward the northern end of
Broadway. The POW had superior numbers but were
only armed with crude weapons and stocd ittle
chance against the armed guards.

Jones and Hardy were overrun and killed. The second
Vickers gun continued to fire at the Japanese pouring
through the northen perimeter fence. Firing four belts
of 250 rounds of 303 ammunition they stemme

tide of the escape. Along Broadway, rfles, Bren

and a Lewis gun continued to fire powerful 303 o
into the Japanese attackers. Hundreds lay dead

Josnd i and i

aferthe beskons

A subsequent Court of Inquiry found no faultin
the control of gunfire but eyewitness accounts
described itas a shooting gallery. Australians were
wounded by friendly fire.

Of the several hundred Japanese attempting to,
escape along Broadway only two made it over the:
northern gate and to the bartacks. One was shot
and killed after fatally stabbing Pte Shépherd.
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